ASHLEY
PARISH
COUNCIL

Minutes of Ashley Parish Council Meeting
Held on 27th November 2017 at 8.00 pm in St Elizabeth's Church

PRESENT:

Chairman Jeff Warburton
Councillor Emma Capp
Councillor Richard Jackson

IN ATTENDANCE:

Jo Phillips - Manchester University C Gary Fulton and colleague
Charlie Greenstein - Tatton Estate
Clerk Sue McDonald
Members of the public

Vice-Chairman John Atherden
Councillor Chris Frankland
Councillor Amy Unwin

1

APOLOGIES: Councillor Sarah Atkinson, Councillor John Erlam

2

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS: None

The Chairman stated that Item 8.1 Tatton Estate General Report would be dealt with immediately in order that the
attendees could leave immediately after the item was discussed
TATTON ESTATE - 8.1 General Report
Charlie Greenstein, from Tatton Estate Management (TEM) and a representative from 20th Century Fox
attended to advise the Council about the filming activity currently ongoing at Ashley Hall Showground.
•
Apologies were offered for any inconvenience caused by bright lights and noises
•
Filming has been taking place from 7.00am to 11.00pm typically on Sundays - Tuesdays
•
The tall crane will be removed at 9.30pm on Saturday 2nd December
•
Filming will end on Sunday 3rd November a 2 to 2.5 week window will be required to remove all the
equipment
•
The film is a historical account of J.R.R Tolkien's childhood up to just prior to his writing The Hobbit and
the estimated release date is Christmas 2018
•
TEM was hoping to attract more filming initiatives and, if they were successful, would build its own studio
in the fullness of time
•
Although the filming was beneficial to TEM, it also benefitted local economy in the village
Charlie concluded her report by welcoming comments and questions from the Council
•
There was some disagreement on the assertion that the filming benefitted local economy in Ashley, It was
felt that, whilst there may be have been one or two residents who benefitted, in total it was too
insignificant to benefit the village as a whole
•
There was concern about vehicles exiting via Ashley Mill Lane because the road isn't suitable for high
volumes of traffic, because it is narrow and has a bad bend
Charlie explained that, if filming became as successful as was hoped, then appropriate improvements
would be made to the road
The Chairman thanked the attendees on behalf of the Council for their input to the meeting.

3

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
To approve as a correct records the minutes of the meetings held on 17th July 2017 and 10th October 2017.
The minutes for 17th July were not were not available for signing due to technical problems and will be signed
at the next meeting.

4

MATTERS ARISING
All matters arising had either been dealt with or added to the Agenda

5

JO PHILLIPS
Jo Phillips, who had been researching Ashley's landscape and infrastructure for her PhD, had attended the
meeting to express her thanks for the friendly support she had been given by the Council and residents over
the last two and a half years.
She was proud that (although not provable), she and Ashley's Neighbourhood Plan group changed HS2's
public engagement strategy for the better.
Jo described the whole experience as brilliant and repeated her thanks to everyone.
The Chairman thanked Jo on behalf of the Council, not only for attending, but for her invaluable input to the
Neighbourhood Plan and said that she would be missed by everyone

6

POLICE REPORT
The police were unable to attend the meeting
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7

COUNCILLOR MACRAE'S REPORT
Councillor Macrae was unable to attend the meeting but provided some input to a number of items on the
Agenda

8
8.1

TATTON ESTATE
General Report
This item was moved to the beginning of the meeting on the directions of the Chairman

8.2

Submitted Sites
The Clerk had been sent details of Tatton Estate's submitted sites which was for information only.
The Council agreed that it would be inappropriate to discuss the matter without the presence at the meeting of
a planning representative from Tatton Estate.
Councillors did, however, express their initial reactions to the information as follows:
•
The plans would lead to a decrease in the population of Ashley by virtue of a change of use for a number
of buildings
•
Similarly the number of workable farms would be reduced
•
There would be a fundamental change in the village from the introduction of commercial enterprises

8.3

Change of Use Application
To record Cheshire East's response to a resident's change of use application which was to redesignate
Ashley Hall Driveway from a footpath to a bridleway.
Cheshire East stated that applications are not necessarily dealt with in order of receipt but are ranked
according to a statement of priorities (too numerous to list here). The higher the score, the higher the priority
for processing the application. Cheshire stated the following:
"This application is currently number 17 out of 36 outstanding applications. At current staffing levels it is
estimated that it could be several years before the application is allocated to an officer"

9

ST ELIZABETH'S CHURCH
Rev. Keith Addenbrooke cannot attend the meeting but sent the following report:
•
There were two village weddings in October, which were great celebrations
•
Events coming up at St Elizabeth's are as follows
Thursday 30th November 7.30pm:
A concert by Cadishead Brass Band (who play at the Rose Queen Festival for us each year). It'd be great
to see a good crowd at this event, supporting the Band.
Sunday 3rd December 11am:
Community Nativity Service - a chance for children (and all who love Christmas) to get in the mood with
the telling of the Christmas Story. We also collect Toys to distribute to children who won't otherwise get
presents at Christmas. Please bring any toys new, in their boxes but not wrapped up (so we can see
which age range they're for).
Saturday 9th December 2pm to 5pm:
Christmas Fayre and Book Sale. Do come along (note it is on the 2nd, not the 1st Saturday this year)
•
Christmas Services
Christingle Service 4pm on Sunday 17th December (no 11am Service)
Family Communion 11am Sunday 24th December
Midnight Holy Communion 11.30pm on Sunday 24th December
Christmas Communion 11am Sunday 25th December

10

HS2
The HS2 subgroup met with HS2 representatives (which included a land agent and an engineer) on 10th
November 2017 when they undertook a mini field trip to observe the route of the HS2 and its impact on
Ashley.
The HS2 subgroup was presented with 2 maps and the HS2 team described the seemingly insurmountable
difficulties the HS2 project team had had with the realignment of Ashley Road and Lamb Lane.
The solution was to build a new road, replacing Lamb Lane, which would emerge on Mobberley Road close to
South Arden Lodge. It would, in effect, mean that Ashley Road from the crossroads to Stock Farm would
become a cul-de-sac.
It emerged that a number of design decisions made by HS2 were based on the fact that Network Rail had
refused to allow HS2 to tunnel under the existing railway
The government had announced that it had allocated £30 million to improve road safety along the HS2 route
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11

M56 SMART MOTORWAY
Councillor Jackson stated that Highways England were intending to make the M56 motorways a smart
motorway between junctions 6 and 8 but were not intending to hold a public consultation even though Ashley
was a major stakeholder in this matter.
Councillors discussed Councillor Jackson's concerns (listed below) and agreed that a letter should be sent to
Highways England detailing those concerns and comments.
Councillors also agreed with Councillor Jackson that there should be a subgroup devoted to Smart Motorway
matters. Councillor Jackson and Frankland would be part of the sub-group and it was hoped Councillor
Atkinson would also agree to join.
The concerns
•
That the hard shoulder is only used at peak times, not permanently.
•
For proper assessment of noise and air pollution to be carried out in the planning phase. Results to be
shared with APC.
•
To be consulted as fully as possible in the planning stage. To be consulted on where extra lay-bys and
signage is situated.
•
We are against permanent lighting of the motorway.
•
Resist any removal of existing trees and foliage.
•
Encourage mitigation measures particularly acoustic barriers, but also more tree planting and foliage. To
be guided by the noise and air pollution assessments.
•
When resurfaced we want the lower noise tarmac to be used, as has been promised in the past.
•
To use the opportunity to remove ragwort from the banks.
•
To use the opportunity to deal with any drainage issues that affect the village.

12
12.1

PLANNING MATTERS
Planning Applications for Consideration
None

12.2

Other Planning Matters
None

13
13.1
13.2

FINANCIAL MATTERS
Payments for Authorisation
Proposed by Councillor Capp seconded by Councillor Atherden
£ 108.00
A & G Blackburn
Grass Cutting - Ashley play area

Precept 2018 - 2019

There had previously been discussions about raising the precept amount for the coming financial year in order
that projects to enhance the village could be undertaken. One or two projects were suggested, such as new
Cheshire railings, but nothing definite was identified. An alternative could be to apply for a grant from the
airport's community trust fund

13.3

Other Financial Matters
None

14

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Councillor Unwin reported that analysis of the questionnaires was nearly complete and, once finished, would
form the basis of the outline policies for Ashley's Neighbourhood Plan.
The main issues for residents included the HS2, no shop, traffic problems and the airport.

15
15.1

HIGHWAYS MATTERS
Overgrown Pavements, Gulleys, Drains and Potholes
Councillor Macrae has spoken with John Tickle, a senior Highways Engineer, who is intending to visit Ashley
and see the problem areas for himself. At present there no date has been set for this visit
John sent the Council a set of PDFs which detailed where the gullies in Ashley are located

15.2

Crashes at Cross Roads
Councillor Macrae is in talks with the Police and is hoping to get some action on the all too frequent crashes at
the cross roads in Ashley

15.3

Field Near Gallaghers
The Clerk had written to Sterling Properties regarding the field which needs some remedial work including the
broken pavement and the reintroduction of hedges but has not yet heard back
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15.4

Other Highways Matters
None

16
16.1

VILLAGE MATTERS
Speedwatch
Councillor Capp reported that Speedwatch had had a good result in October but bad weather and darker
nights have prevented the volunteers being able to go out

16.2

Telephone Box
The BT telephone box in the village was removed based on lack of usage. The Clerk has contacted BT for
more details

16.3

Gate at Entrance to Station from Hough Green
It had been agreed that a gate would be installed in the passage between Hough Green and the station to
protect small children from straying on to the station.
Richard Winwood visited the site last Saturday and will provide a quote for the work

16.4

Other Village Matters

•

•

•

17
17.1

MANCHESTER AIRPORT
General Report

•

•

18

Toxic Fumes
Residents on Hough Green are again being subjected to toxic fumes. The Clerk explained that the
Council could write to Environmental Health but a list of dates and times etc. would be required as
evidence before Environmental Health would act.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
•
•
•

20

No Right Turn Near the Airport Tunnels
The restriction has now been lifted but it was noted that the traffic queues were worse and was possibly
due to wrongly phased traffic lights
Air Pollution in the Airport Tunnels
The airport confirmed that it had not carried out any air quality tests in the tunnels because it restriction
has now been lifted but it was noted that the traffic queues were worse and was possibly due to wrongly
phased traffic lights

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME (10 MINUTES)
•

19

Main Notice Board
The main notice board is in a bad state of repair and Richard Winwood will provide a quote for assisting
Councillor Warburton in installing a replacement
Operation Shield
It has been agreed with PCSO Gary Fulton that the DNA kits will be issued on 16th December in the
Community Centre although a time has not yet been agreed
Christmas Party
It was agreed that the Christmas party would be held at the Greyhound

The pay phone on the Chester side of the station has been vandalised - the Clerk will contact BT.
There is graffiti on the motorway bridge - the Clerk will contact Highways
The smell from the drain outside Ashley House has still not been dealt with - the Clerk will raise this issue
with Councillor Macrae again

CORRESPONDENCE
All email correspondence forwarded to Councillors
Post
Pensions Regulator
Informatory letter
BDO
Dates runway 2 will be used for runway 1 maintenance
Manchester Airport
Community Trust Fund details

21

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 15th January 2018 at 8.00 pm in St Elizabeth's Church.

22
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The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 10.00 pm

Signed: ________________________ Chairman 15th January 2018
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